Mark A Webster 11-02-2025

Fire tower Poetry

| hope you can read this it is thought to be written by one of the Slade brothers who was in Mt Pilot
tower.

This Mt. Piper poem was found amongst the papers of the late Allan Slade who was a fire tower
operator at Mount Piper. We have no idea who wrote it, when or where. We also don’t know which
newspaper it was published in and when it was published. Please contact us if you have details,
thanks.

It was posted on the Victoria’s Forests & Bushfire Heritage FaceBook page by Mark A Webster in

February 2025. The link to the post is no longer working.

" A LITTLE piece has come to
hand, written by someone who
was obviously ﬁlling in time.
_The piece, writtenin verse form,
was found amongst the papers of
the late Allan Slade who was a
lﬁre tower operator at Mount Pi-
ot
It has such universal impact
and is such an important subject
in our region, I thought it may be
of interest.
I have no idea who wrote it,
when or where!
Thename William Spokeshave
is hand written on the paper, but I
have no idea if the name alludes
to the author or what!

I gaze all around from th
Pilot:Tower, =5 557
Each day thts goes on, hou

Beechwortl

above offering.
April attended the state school
here and left to go to Melbourne
in 1971.
With husband Denis they have:
a ‘semi™on the road these days
and normally live in Cairns, but
April has been here for the last 12
months looking after her moth-!
er’s unit, which she hopes to sell
soon.. A
Having been on the Caims/'
Melbourne run for several years:
now, April and Denis can’t wait
to get back up north for the winter \
(Ididn’tknow we bred ‘weakies’ )‘ |
“Interesting that we should start
to talk about tourism, Cairns be-

~ ingsoinvolved with the industry,

thought we may be able to pick

' 'up' a few pointers.

- It was pointed out that
‘Beechworthhad done remarkably
gll as far as the untrained eye

~ was concerned, and tourism was

nitely the only way 1o go.
Thanks April for the contribu-
on and the chat.

sentiments are well knowr
is town concerning this in
ry and it’s great to have onc
pughts corroborated.
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All comments:
Tess Lucas

Great way to pass the time! The tower was manned when we first came to live in Wooragee in 1963
and it was great to know some one was watching our little patch for the first sign of smoke

Peter Dietzel

During the summer of 74/75 and 75/76 Mum,Dad,3 younger brothers and myself went on holidays
to Beechworth (3 and 2 weeks respectively). Went for a drive out to Mt Stanley and did arranged
with the firewatcher for us to go up and have a "look and learn".

Dave Gallax
The reference to D Cadell being at Beechworth would give a rough time period ?
(FBook didn’t like me writing his first name =)

Phil Searle Dave Gallax | remember Dick Cadell being at Broadford in the Mid to late
70's .There is a Cadell Tk in the Mt Tallarook State Forest named after him.

Rob Caddell Phil Searle Yes he shifted to Whitfield in 1963 then to Tallarook (Broadford)
1968

Phil Searle Rob Caddell Broadford was the FCV office in charge of Tallarook and Mt
Disappointment .

Rob Caddell Phil Searle yes | know. I’'m Dick’s son

Rob Caddell

Around 1960 to 1963 | reckon. Dick Caddell and John Jack left Beechworth in 1963.

My memory around this time was Alan Slade was the Storeman. Kevin Duffy was on Mt Stanley and
Tov Tovey was on Mt Pilot.

Phillip Evans

Who eas the fire tower guy at Rennick in the early ‘70’s..?

Eddie Page

| was | sent to Ovens Nov 63 and john Jack was the DFO at that time ...
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