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Leslie (Les) Thomas Ortlipp. 

 

 

 

Les Ortlipp 
with his son 
Charles when 
he was fire 
spotting on Mt 
Clearspot south 
of Bright. C 
1950s. Photo: 
Charles Ortlipp 

 

 

 

 

 

Les Ortlipp was born on 18 May 1925 at Culcairn in New South Wales 
but moved to Bright in NE Victoria in 1933 after his father died and 
his mother remarried. 

During the summer months from 1951-1956, Les worked as a fire 
lookout at Mt Clearspot overlooking the Ovens Valley Plantations. He 
rode his horse up each day to the summit. And until the late 1950s, 
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there was no tower and not much shelter other than a couple of 
recycled Stanley Huts on just a bit of open ground, with a telescope 
mounted on a movable tripod. 

 

In the 1950s the FCV upgraded Mt Clearspot with a couple of Stanley 
Huts. Then by 1960 they built a two-story dedicated lookout tower. 
Photo: Charles Ortlipp. 

 


